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Historical exhibition  

"THE THEORY MIDWIVES: PAST AND PRESENT 

Presentation   

This booklet contains the contents of a historical exhibition "THE THEORY MIDWIVES: PAST AND PRESENT”, 

staged on the occasion of the 2nd Annual Meeting of the Degree Course in Midwifery , University of Brescia, 2015 

- open to inter-university cooperation of different territories and to Syrio, Italian Society of Midwifery. So,even in 

this context, the story may indicate food for thought, about the problems of training, management and clinical / 

care. Through this exhibition, we wanted to honor those who have contributed in an original and meaningful way 

to codify in time "knowledge of fund" of midwifery (both as art and as a science). It is also about recognizing that 

midwifery, just because of its special attention to the historical dimension of its effort, which is passed down 

through the centuries to us, it can be a role model for many other health professions. The exhibition is divided 

into two sections: the first part refers to the theoretical background of a more distant past, while the second one 

focuses on most recent professional figures. As regards the first part, we are well aware of the fact that 

mythology itself can contribute to guide us in an "midwives  Olympus" in which precise technical assistance and 

references are easily recognizable and universally valid: they can be taken into account as already learned 

concepts. We chose to focus our attention on the previous experience lived in Salerno, which can be taken into 

consideration both as an expression of a cultural presence and as the symbol of a formative, technical, health 

care and (opting for a modern term) already structured dimension. In this section, other examples of theories 

connected to midwifery will be illustrated (related primarily to the XVI-XIX centuries). With the aim of 

emphasizing the contributions of the modern theories and professionalism, the second part of the exhibition will 

offer several examples of the main issues that are nowadays considered as universally and ubiquitously valid for 

health care professionals who work in the field of midwifery: healthy pregnancy, childbirth, midwife partnership, 

limitation of the medicalization during the birth event and right to food too. 

 

Miriam Guana, Università degli Studi di Brescia, Presidente di Syrio – Società Italiana di Scienze ostetrico-

Ginecologico-neonatali -  

Alessandro Porro, Università degli Studi di Milano 
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